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Title hopes knocked off rails

HYDE are prepared to fight like the Tigers they
are to bring the UniBond title to Ewen Fields
but, after Saturday’s shocker, it is surely an
impossible dream.

Injuries and suspensions have ravaged Mike
McKenzie's team, and ruined what were realis-
tic championship hopes.

The facts speak for themselves. One point from

a possible nine in the last ‘matches will win
nothing. Leek have done Hyde a favour by tak-
ing three points from a possible 18, but the
weakened Tigers have been unable to take
advantage.
On Saturday, they were without five recog-
nised first-teamers: Billy Garton, Dave Nolan,
Ged Kimmins and Val Owen, joining Martin
Jones on the sideline.

Against a team of Blyth's calibre it told,
althaug'h the score somewhat flattered the

Hyde United.
Blyth Span‘an:..........................2
by DAVID JONES

The absences meant Hyde lacked cohesion - so

muchuso that John Burridge had one a few saves
to make.
Eurly on though a Tigers victory looked a dis-
m Stephen M le hooked a
1l effort off the line
mmules, and Carroll then wasted a golden
opportunity by hudmx a Steve Jones cross over,
from less
Disaster, huwuvcr. was qu around the corner.
With 16 minutes gone, Mark Todd raced down
the right, and pumped over a cross that Damien
Atkinson headed past Ademola Bankole.
Ten minutes later, Hyde had a great chance to

draw level, when Lutel James’ shot cannoned of]
Bumdgeu legs. Unfortunately, Jason Donnelly
blasted over the bar.

Jones was giving Blyth problems galore on the
nght and, on the stroke of half time, he powered
in a shot that Burridge was happy to scramble
fo;: t‘: i rogressed, Blyth began

e game p) to assert
themaelves. and Bankole had to save as Todd
and Willie Moat burst through.

Trying to salvage a point, Hyde coi
mmmmmumbutumtlmwmimth
four mmum Ieft, Atkinson ran onto a through

Hyd.rn knocked it home. Eol

Bankole 5, Gallagher 6, 6, Wilson 7, Reid 6,
Leberl James 6, Carroll 5,
&lh& MM" :'!or l‘ba-l%'"l) Ilma\d!& fo 5 for Jmm‘&))
5 for Donnelly (8
m lcca-.s-. Cole. g‘aﬂ:’.ﬂn" for mo-rd- «8),
m&. for Moat ot (75) Bood.
Sutton (Bollington).




